Vecuronium and atracurium in the elderly: a clinical comparison with pancuronium.
The intubating conditions, time to complete block and duration of clinical relaxation were observed in a group of 101 elderly patients (aged over 65 years) following pancuronium 0.1 mg kg-1, vecuronium 0.1 mg kg-1 or atracurium 0.5 mg kg-1. The intubating conditions in the three groups were similar when assessed at 2 min following relaxant administration. The time to complete block was shortest with vecuronium (4.3 min) in comparison to atracurium (5.0 min) and pancuronium (6.0 min), but the differences were not statistically significant. The duration of clinical relaxation, however, was significantly shorter with vecuronium (37 min) and atracurium (35 min) in comparison to pancuronium (99 min).